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Lasswarree, he lias a melancholy pleasure in
hearing hlj^public testimony." In that testimony

to Colonel Gerrard, 1 desire humbly to join; but

as I have proved, by the evidence of Sir David
Baird himself., that the story had no foundation in
truth., there can be no other just inference than
that Colonel Gerrard heard the talc as it was
current in camp, and believing it (although un-
true), related it to Mr. Alison.

"Such is history!" as the old King of Prussia
said when two persons., said to be eye-witnesses of
the same fact, gave opposite accounts of it.   But in
this case, we have the concurring evidence of the
three distinguished personages who were the dra-
matis personae: Sir David Baird, who positively
denied the truth of the story; the letters of Colonel
Wellesley on that and the following day, when it
is said to have happened, taking no notice of it,
and General   Harris's  minute daily Journal,  in
which there is not the slightest allusion to this
tale, and of which Colonel Wellesley never even
heard till many years afterwards.    That such a
tale was circulated, I have, however, no doubt; for
I remember to have heard it from an officer of
great gallantry and good conduct, like Colonel
Gerrard, when I was in the Poligar countries in
1800, accompanied by an addition, delivered in a
solemn whisper, that Colonel Wellesley was fright*
ened, and ran away to the Commander-in-Chief*s
tent, on the night of the 5th, and therefore General